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James Brooke and Stamford Raffles cannot be related here
The commercial and industrial infiltration by the white
peoples will however demand attention in its appropriate
place
The whole region has taken on great economic importance
in modern times because of the growing need of the great
industrial countries for most of the products of tropical
countries As Lilian Knowles has said an age that runs
on rubber tyres that prefers tea coffee and cocoa to wine
that needs the copra quinine and a thousand other highly
important commodities that can be grown commercially only
in tropical climates is placing an ever greater dependence
on equatorial lands Of these the Dutch East Indies and
Malaya are particularly important because their fertile soils
their situation on trade routes and their nearness to large
bodies of cheap labour in India and China have made them
attractive for the development of tropical agriculture on a
la&ge scale The need for adequate and regular supplies of
these tropical products has forced on the introduction of
fee plantation system The old haphazard methods of
coSectmg the products from the forests will not suffice when
the supplies for large-scale production must be continuous
and increasing The industrial countries have thus been
forced to go into these tropical lands to organize the agncul
ture
Malaya and the Dutch "East Indies have also an extremely
significant mineral production Together with Bolivia,
Malaya and the Dutch East Indies are the worlds chief
sources of tin Further although before the war the Dutch
East Indies only produced about one fortieth of the world s
petroleum supply they possess the only oil deposits in the
Western Pacific and thus are of great strategic importance
The white man has entered the tropics to organize not